RAYLESS CHAMOMILE, Matricaria mairicarioides (Less.)
Porter

334. Rayless ChamomHe, Matricaria matricar/o/c/es (Less.)
Porter (X -|); annual, from very dwarf to about 9 in. high;
stems green, often crimson towards the base, without hairs
^glabrous), not hollow;
' leaves alternate, with a
broad fiat base (A, X 0),
divided to the middle into
very fine much-divided
lobe, each leaf bearing hi
its axil a flowering branch,
the oldest flower-head at
the top; flower-heads (B,
X 1) about 3 on each
branch, shortly stalked;
bracts of the involucre in
3-4 rows, pale green but
with membranous tips and
margins; no ray-flowers;
,disk-flowers (D, x 6) nu-
/merous, spirally arranged
"on a cone-like axis (C, X 1);
corolla 4-lobed; stamens
4; anthers with barren tips
and rounded base (E, X
12); ovary smooth, crowned
by a slightly toothed rim
at the top; style-arms very
blunt, (F, x 12); achenes
(G, X 4) marked with two or three resin-like lines (synonyms
Matricaria discoidea DC. and Matricaria suaveolem (Pursh)
Buchen. non L. (family Compositae),

This species was mentioned under the name Matricaria
discoidea DC. in our first book (see notes to fig. 153) as being
an introduced weed and common on roadside and along path-
ways, often among cobbles in farmyards. The more it is trodden
on the better it seems to thrive. It spreads rapidly because of
the great number of fertile flowers, none of which is radiate, as
in most other species of the genus. The tiny achenes are pretty
^microscopic objects. When ripe they will be seen to have two
or three resin-like streaks running lengthwise, and recalling those
so characteristic of the Hemlock family, Umbelliferae.
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